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Q UESTIONS RUSIi through this city these days like 
unchecked flood waters. And like the flood waters, 
unanswered' questions, erode all" the foundations they 
touch., IRS Commissioner Donald M. Alexander gave a 
nonanswer the other day to a question about President. 

Nixon’s cas he smae: ci :• .. ' .: g . : 

|in the integrity z~ both ±s yrssihsnry arc ire car-srs--' 

Item. : vr Fe 

Tax j^nalysts and Advocates, a public 
firm; asked some penetrating^ questions last July 
the lay- e g “ ~ e hr ea • :: :-s "m 

made oi some of his pre-presidentral papers That gift t 

resiiRedtihhatgf^pIfi^^^^^^l^sa^ihSrtaxek^fi^^ll _ _ _ 

a number of years. Tax Analysts and Advocates also | is-that public t 
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public no rice hai iemcmtra a ihat the gift wasperfect- 
ly valid and "Considerably 'less questionable than it now 
- aaa _s. The trouble is fchai if those facts do -exist; they 
are known only to Mr Nixon, ,fb Jus lawyers and to the 
IRS The public is thus left with -the impression that 

tax^bekef its j. from a very-i 
! lisKediand ta* 
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and with pub- 



reasons for Mr-, -j 


asked that Mr. Alexander cause an independent 
to-be"' - ns'hhem Cr, 

"ora n. = a: . - aeammi • - mm 

be— ea :rcn ' ; :: -.mg .:. — , ss . :: s;m = 

ncmhs, .hr. h_ mrmasr — me - jm firm saying re 
Lacked - = mm . ■ . gb. ; set 

" arm:; ;hs 'arm-- : ._ mmvy..:. 

aha; is a h e_ym'e m - me. hmm ::e- a? ,1a. .he 

IRS is. ima mmbly - re- 

taxpayer's returns— to keeping them'within the confines 
of official use-4it is jus. lire. _•_. in addition, it 
means— as it seems to from its silence on. the substan- 
tive questions raised by Tax Analysts and Advocates— 
that IRS. now cgaBid^il^e whole matter closed, then 
the answer is clearly insufficient on a number of counts, 
Elrst, there are the serious questions which have been 
raised a;x>ut the validity, of the, gift which are now un- 
resolved Without going hack, over the whole complex 
matter, p review of last a few of the questions simm'a 
illustrate the point. The deed olhgiit by which the papers 
were donated to the United States was never signed by 
hlr. Nixct sic hi a-mr beam mrmabm ; :r 

behalf of the United States by; GSA. There 'are strong t 
maicaaica, am . be gib mam mama m; hmm been as- 
sembled until about four months after the congression- 
ahy -sac heammamer: making mma gibs, .-mis car. .1 bsm-s 
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livered to the GSA until about seven months after that 
-deadline ha: j :s---m. ' - b .. - ' 

All, t-hosef acts are on the public record. Now, it well 
may be. that: there are other facts which have escaped 


.tax Chii^t tb-come up with 
^Hkhashso far- keen.provided. One 
" “ ‘ integrity L^f thp presi;,; 



months that Mr. 
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„ jP^^oei^aged, fii s^qaestipifable.t3x 

transaction with |hb-gavernment to linger in the public 
, mind. Thq other cepceros public confidence in the fair- 


that 
' system — 


ne^iqfythe IRS itself. Mr. Alexamfei 

p^fels.beS u»f irvjljH* 

especially its imptaftiality m applying and ..enforcing the 
law — is essential to its operations, -for- 'ik interview 
s-i ikithe 

harsher psmishmerfmr m mss.ers msms he.er -s.hersr 
”hs may sms an imhmaher ,c seem. The s her si. is sc 
that com is .that people’s cor..' m cm ,r . sc 

the .mtS .encourages tke system of voluntary hrmwme 
of income on which the tax system sc. cm-gem. css mss. 

"here isms suesUon tha. I.r. sis;- a- hr.:. 

ss sc. .. Ze is being- assess m-' justify £hm cr earns ehh : Ms 
. cagercy asssrses. his boss., Laying, to, ,;r®|it5i.e ssssams 
about Mr. Nixon’s gift— if. there are- answers — without 
disclosing the herbs his re :_v is : rh 

should not 'defy the irgerr s. i . .... cm . nines, hm" - 
mer I: r h. ':m h s - is h m easier 

my ir .hr: arm 1ms ■ . cm.: .erne ' rri 
with, all the fasts surrounding the gift*, and thekeduc- 
mems ami >-• rnrmar cz cm. chemseimm "mm “my 
hs-mesiiemmmi mbs ms Cemmhe'm m : m as 
merease mmbaer.ee m ms mc^smemcy c~a hrlsmee .he 
efficacy of the tax system. Conadering the fapt that 1 * he 
is not just 'any taxpayer, but -the man elected to preside 
. over and protect the- institution of ccmeral gemefnment; 
Mr. ' Nixon’s duty would, segsz eiemm . 



